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Editors’ preface
The 13th International Conference on Algebraic Combinatorics and Formal Power
Series (FPSAC01) was held May 2001 in Scottsdale, Arizona. This conference was
organized by Hélène Barcelo and Volkmar Welker, with help and support from Maylis
Delest, Jean-Marc Fédou, David Grabiner, Glenn Hurlbert, Pierre Leroux, Marc Noy, and
Dennis Stanton.
The conference was dedicated to the memory of Rodica Simion. Rodica was born
in Bucharest, Romania, in 1955. She died in Washington, DC, in 2000. She was
Columbia Professor in the Mathematics Department at George Washington University at
the time. Rodica was a member of the permanent program committee of the Algebraic
Combinatorics and Formal Power Series Conferences and she organized the first such
conference in the United States, the sixth conference at Rutgers University, New Jersey,
in May 1994.
Most of the articles in this special issue of Advances in Applied Mathematics are derived
from or related to papers presented at the conference. Together with the contributors, we
are honored to offer a memorial to Rodica’s scientific and organizational influence, and just
as importantly, to her as a person. All of us would remember her optimism and her unselfish
devotion to the good of mathematics. It is also appropriate that this issue begins with one
of Rodica’s papers, almost finished at the time of her death. This article was brought into
final form by Victor Reiner at the University of Minnesota.
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